Detection of Fiji disease virus in infected sugarcane by nucleic acid hybridization.
Clones of Fiji disease virus were obtained by cDNA synthesis from isolated viral genomic double-stranded RNA. Nick-translated probes made from a mixture of clones specifically detected Fiji disease virus in infected sugarcane galls, leaves and growing tips. This method for detection of Fiji disease virus is extremely sensitive, and can be used as a rapid screening procedure for the virus with very small tissue samples.